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President’s Message (cont)


Last but by no means least is the Newsletter, Mick Dobson works hard in the background compiling the Newsletter for us for which we are grateful. However, although he has requested members to support him by sending articles for publication he is getting a very poor response to his request. He needs your support so please try and send articles from “down memory lane in Boy service, amusing anecdotes etc etc.


That’s it for now, Gentlemen – hope you see you all in October – if not before. Keep safe.


Tenth Anniversary Planning


Planning for the “10th” is still under way and apart for a couple of “knock-backs”. Unfortunately, the venue has had to be changed and the celebrations will not be held at Dover Castle as previously reported. This is down to the huge cost we would have had to endure. Thanks to the negotiating skill of Dave Bishop and Peter O’Callaghan we have struck up a good deal with an excellent venue at the Dover Town Hall. Peter is still hot on the trail of getting preferential prices at the Churchill Hotel and working out a satisfactory method of transporting all of us to and from the venue. As he is happily retired he has more than ample time plus it is understood that he is sampling the wares as he goes around discussing terms – Pete says it all part of the negotiations for the Branch.


Our other set back has been the cost of the Olympics. In the last issue we reported that John Holmes was working on trying to procure funding from “Awards for All” but this has now been rejected in favour of the Olympic Games. John: On behalf of us all thanks for all that hard work to no avail.





On behalf of you all a special thanks must go to our Chairman who has had the innovation, enthusiasam, and drive, to make this function a memorable event for all of us. Thanks David.





Can I remind all of you that we gathering again this year at Dover, over the weekend of 3rd/4th/5th October. The AGM will be held on the afternoon of the 3rdh October followed by the annual dinner and celebrations in the evening. As is our tradition a Drumhead Service will be held at the site of our memorial Cairn at the Dover Harbour Board Social Club within the former Old Park Barracks followed by Sunday Lunch in the Club. This year we will be sending an invite to the Duke of Yorks for 3-4 pupils with escort to attend the Drumhead Service and to join us for Lunch afterwards.





 





WE ARE ON THE WEB


VISIT THE EXCELLENT BRANCH WEB 


SITE TO SEE ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND MEET LONG LOST FRIENDS  -  www.juniorleadersre.co.uk




















THE WAY UP


BY


PETER PETERSON


























COMMITTEE NEWS











A message from the Branch President


It gives me pleasure to add a few lines to the latest Newsletter to give an overview of the Branch. This is our 9th year as a Branch and we are still going strong thanks to the magnificent support of ALL members, many of whom have been with us since the inception in April 2000. Thanks to all for your support. Our membership spans many countries around the world, we are classed as a satellite branch, which means we are unable to meet up on a regular basis unlike other UK based branches with our annual get-together being once a year for those that can make it. We are always looking for new members in the hope that they are once again re-united with long lost mates. As a result we look to our membership themselves to help us recruit from local neighbourhoods. This can be done by advertising in some “Free-Ads” of local papers, local clubs, Military establishments etc. If you would like any assistance with this within your area please contact either myself or Mick Dobson and we will assist the best we can.


As most of you are now aware we are holding our 9th Branch AGM and re-union weekend over the period 3rd to 5th October at the St Margaret’s Holiday Park Hotel in Dover. We have used this venue on many occasions and I am sure that this will be yet another successful weekend. For those wishing to attend and would like another booking form it can be found in the “DOCUMENTS” section of the Website or by contacting Dave Ormsby or myself.


See Page 2.
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Branch Accounts


In addition to our annual internal audit this year the Branch accounts were subject to the REA National Audit held at Chatham. Once again Dave Ormsby done the Branch well and come out of it with a very clean bill of health. The only observation was a question as to why the Branch did not have a Petty Cash account. Dave: On behalf of the Branch a very large thanks for all your hard work in keeping us honest.



















































































DO NOT FORGET THE 2008 AGM & DINNER/DANCE ON 4th OCTOBER. FOLLOWED BY THE DRUM HEAD SERVICE ON SUNDAY 5TH OCTOBER
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION














PLEASE NOTE: ***₤87.00 shown in the right hand side column is an early payment in 


respect of the Reunion 2004.















































Anagram: George Bush rearranged = He Bugs Gore
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2004 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & REUNION

































































From Page 7: PS: Congratulations on winning the lottery.
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For the first time I thought that I would publish Diary Dates plus other information for those of you who  may not have computers and cannot view Tom’s Website.





Regimental/Squadron PRI Access.





Major Nigel Spencer, Branch Serving Member has volunteered his services to be the go-between to assist any Branch Member who may require to obtain memorabilia from any unit that a member may have served with, i.e. Mugs/Ties/Plaques etc.


Nigel will acquire price lists from the various units – so if you want to follow this through – just ask!, he is happy to help in anyway he can, even by passing you on the appropriate Fund Manager, or, QM if they are not one of the same.


Nigel’s Contact Details are as follows:


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:nigel.spencer@land.mod.uk" ��nigel.spencer@land.mod.uk�


Telephone: 01223-204591.








REA Dairy Dates





19th-21st Sept�
Corps Memorial Weekend-Chatham *�
�
4th-5th Oct�
Junior Leaders Branch AGM�
�
11th Oct�
REA AGM & Annual Dinner�
�
12th Oct�
Sapper Sunday at Royal Hospital Chelsea�
�
6th Nov�
Field of Remembrance - Westminster�
�
8th Nov�
Webmasters Birthday (�
�
9th Nov�
Remembrance Sunday�
�
FOOTNOTE:�
*NATIONAL EVENTS�
�



Your attention is drawn, in particular, to the Corps Memorial weekend in September. If you intend going along and require accommodation you are advised to contact the REA HQ  who will assist by supplying a list of local hotels etc.


The weekend will be a working weekend for the RSME with the activities aimed at REA members and the 1 RSME wider family.


A brief programme of events:


Saturday The National Standard Bearers Competition/Trade Stands/Displays/Refreshments/band Concert/Evening Social function in the Brompton Sergeants Mess.


Sunday: Corps Memorial Parade in Brompton Barracks followed by move to Rochester and the Corps Memorial Service in Rochester. Lunch for all visitors.
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HOW I EARNED MY SECOND TAPE


 


It was 1956/7 and I was stationed with 25 Fld' Sqn' Minden in Germany. I was a lance jack and had just completed my Veh' Mech' AI trade test (which added some 12 shillings (?) to my pay) at Duisburg.


 


It was mid winter and we were experiencing frequent, heavy snow falls when the CO decided to take the Squadron on three weeks exercise. I really can't remember where it was that we ended up but I do recall riding dispatch to the convoy. We arrived at our destination and after having to clear a mountain of snow, set up camp and bedded down for the night.


 


On first parade next morning I was appointed NCO i/c the camp while the rest of the Sqn' went about exercising! I thought, 'Great, this is going to be easy' Just the cook and me, at least we would be able to keep warm and enjoy endless cups of tea...No such luck!


 


A couple of hours after the Sqn' had left one of the Champs came screeching into camp, Sgt' Stan Holloway aboard. ' Cpl' Peterson grab your toolbox and come with me' he said, ‘Where to Sarg? What’s up? ‘Down by the river, the one toners’ broken down, can’t get the bloody thing started’ that was the start of our run of bad luck.





As far as I can recall, our rolling stock consisted of a ten tonner, two three tonners, two one tonners two land rovers, a champ and a motorbike. All of which were to breakdown in turn. And I was on my own!





I worked on that vehicle for most of the rest of the day till I managed to get it going. It turned out that the extreme cold was freezing the fuel in the pipes. Over the whole of the three weeks the fleet continued to suffer the same problem, many of them, more than once. And so it went. I found myself up to my neck in grease for the duration of that exercise often working through the night so that they could use that vehicle the next day.





At the end when it was time for home, I was so proud that every single vehicle made it back under its own steam. The CO allowed me to sleep in the back of his Landover while somebody else rode dispatch. I certainly was knackered. The following week I was made up to full corporal.





The moral of this story: “You don’t get anything for nothing”





Peter Peterson








Committees Members:  Tom Graham – President   David Bishop – Chairman Peter O’Callaghan – Vice Chairman/Newsletter   Dave Ormsby – Treasurer  


Mick Dobson – Minutes Secretary /Newsletter   Nigel Spencer – Serving Member. Simon Crowley – Committee Member/Standard Bearer.
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