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Did they know where it was ?

     The tenth Anniversary RE-Union Junior Leaders Branch REA.

Gentlemen, our Tenth anniversary bash is upon us. “TAFF” as Dave Bishop likes to call it (Tenth anniversary frolics and fun) promises to be our most flamboyant and memorable occasion to date.

You should now be in possession of booking details which were sent with this newsletter, so you have full details of the proposed event. They are also available to download from the web-site. Early booking is advised as the rooms we have contracted for, have already had a take up of 41 out of 51 initially asked for. Others rooms may well be available to us, but we can’t guarantee this.

Having visited the Churchill Hotel along with the other Committee members I can tell you that it is very well appointed and is literally on the seafront, with wonderful views across to our ancient enemy over the water.

The work put in by Dave Bishop, Pete O’Callaghan, Mick Dobson and Dave Ormsby is guaranteed to be reflected in a fantastic Weekend, and some excellent rates have been secured by Peter and his rather louche lounge lizard persona.

Please try and attend the RE-union do, I believe it is the view of the members, our annual get together is the raison d’etre of the Branch, and that is no bad thing – support it or lose it as they say.

General Sir John and Lady Jean Stibbon are to be our Guests of Honour, and many of you will remember them from their last attendance at Dover. General Sir John is a true Gentleman and great character, has a passion and enthusiasm for all things of a Sapper nature and is a good friend to the Branch. He did a marvellous job last time of keeping us up to date with Royal Engineer commitments and proved to be quite a raconteur, and it certainly reflects well on us as a group to enjoy their company.

A quintet ( Mick Dobson tells me that means five) from the RE Band are to play for us during and after the meal on Saturday, and also at the Sunday Drumhead service. So warm up your camera fingers!.

Take a look at the superb new website if you’re able, for updates and further info www.rejuniorleaders.co.uk 

We have been asked to include this male seeking female notice:

W.L.T.M Mature wealthy widow. My desire, marriage and murder. Box 339            

Regards to you all, look after yourselves, next newsletter August 09 and remember;

ONCE A SAPPER, ALWAYS A SAPPER!!           UBIQUE 
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WE ARE ON THE WEB


VISIT THE EXCELLENT BRANCH WEB 


SITE TO SEE ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND MEET LONG LOST


FRIENDS  -   www.rejuniorleaders.co.uk
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IN THIS ISSUE





Committees Members: Larry Inge, – President   David Bishop – Chairman, Peter O’Callaghan – Vice Chairman & Communication.   Dave Ormsby – Treasurer  


Mick Dobson -  Branch &  Minutes Secretary, Simon Crowley – Newsletter Editor & Standard Bearer, Capt. Nigel Spencer  M.B.E – Serving Member.  

















Gentlemen, Christmas 2008 has gone, and the goose was rather anaemic and thin this year. I’m sure we all felt the pinch a little, so for those Members out there who may be subject to even more belt tightening, than those more fortunate, I’m sure we all hoped you had a Happy and comfortable Christmas, with a fruitful and healthy 2009 to look forward to.


Peter O’Callaghan has been liaising closely with our prospective seafront Hotel in Dover, and has managed to serve the Branch well already, with very favourable rates for the forthcoming Tenth Anniversary Spectacular.


Mick Dobson another stalwart of the Branch, has, with his usual decorum, booked a   quintet from the RE band to play at the 10th Reunion – which I am sure is a real coup for us as a Branch, and will provide super photo opportunities for anyone present.


Culled from the Feb.Sapper Mag: Obituray. Maj. J.A.McKay-Forbes R.E. O.C. “B” Sqn.62-64.  Notice; Doug Hamilton-Cox is organising a get together for ex members Mareth Troop “C” Sqn.APRIL 1959. This invite is not just aimed at the JLRE branch members. April 17th/18th Coventry. His contact number 01647 252057. 


A report on our Last re-union in the “Sapper” reads that we had a “Charity kick auction” it should of course be stick. Will this perpetuate the notion that being at Dover, was as life enhancing as being in Borstal? 


The Committee has submitted once again all the content of this Newsletter. I am still awaiting articles from you, the members, to put into it – so please put pen to paper or fingers to keyboard and forward them to me at crowleybagpuss@hotmail.com. My home address can be viewed on the website. There must be plenty of varying tales from you all ex-pats out there.




















COMMITTEE NEWS





Branch Accounts


The Branch Accounts were audited on 24th January 2009 by Colin Kirby. Thank you for giving up your Saturday to perform an important function. 
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  Branch 10th Anniversary


Dave Bishop is determined to make the 10th Anniversary of the Branch a very special event for us all. He has some dealings pending, but is keeping it close to his chest at present, however, he would still welcome ideas from the members. If you have anything special in mind please contact him at � HYPERLINK "mailto:david@dcbishop.freeserve.co.uk" ��david@dcbishop.freeserve.co.uk�. Dave would welcome you to become involved in making the weekend a great  memory of the Branch history.  


 





THE 2008 AGM AND REUNION REPORT WEEKEND OF 3rd TO 5TH OCTOBER 2008


BY MICK DOBSON








Once again the AGM/Reunion weekend was held at St Margaret’s at Cliffe. The week - end commenced with the members and guests arriving during the Friday, due to the distance of travel from the various parts of the country. Once again it turned out to be another successful evening with acquaintances being re-newed once again.


Saturday commenced with the Annual General Meeting as planned with all the Committee Members passing on their reports. It is worth mentioning that the main points of discussion were. the forthcoming 10th anniversary preparations and the resignation of the President, Tom Graham. The AGM Minutes are posted on the new website under “Documents. Larry Inge was elected president.  


The Re-Union Dinner was held in the main function room, and, once again the members were  treated to an excellent meal supplied by the staff of St. Margaret’s. Washed down with some excellent wine supplied by Simon Crowley (we will not ask!!).  As is normal the evening began with the parading of the Branch Standard, followed by “Wings” and The Corps Song, just think by the tenth anniversary we may all know the words!!. 





As is normal the traditional raffle/auction took place, and, as usual raised a handsome of £239.     to go to the charities of those concerned in winning their section of the auction. Once again thanks to all. All this was followed by our Heads & Tails game. Terpsichorean  (dancing) endeavours, then commenced, with Sandra Burton showing us the way.


The evening closed many, many hours later, the die-hards retreating to their “pits” so the saying goes, allowing the hard-pressed and exhausted bar staff to close the bar.


(Editor: Once again a great weekend. Thanks to the organizers and contributors.)
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  Branch Subscriptions


At this years AGM it was proposed and carried that the Branch subscriptions be increased to £10:00 per annum to assist defer the cost of the 10th anniversary and the production of the coloured newsletter. It was also agreed that the initial joining fee be cancelled. This subscription


 will be reviewed after the Anniversary and reduced if agreed by the AGM of that year.








 








Our dear Friend from the frozen North Jim Campbell happened, through no apparent fault of his own, or any connection whatever with a few drams, to leave his lovely expensive waterproof jacket in the bar at St Margarets’ holiday park.


Spotted down town in Dover the next morning by our eagle eyed roving Editor he was somewhat out of sorts.


The weather being a little chill for the time of year, Jim had been forced against his tradition (it’s rumoured that Jim once dropped a 50p piece and it hit him in the back of the neck) to purchase a NEW jacket at the cost of over £50!!. As the labels were causing him upset and discomfort as they fluttered in the stark Dover wind, he had removed them with the help of his countryman Norrie Dale.


His heart was aching at the loss of such a close friend from his back pocket.


Not however as much as it hurt when, returning to the bar later that morning, he was presented with his original, undamaged jacket.


He bore the abuse well though, being a demure man, although I am reliably informed that he was rather uncharitable in phraseology when Stewart Kitching asked him if he would be enjoying a “jacket” potato for lunch…..





A heart warming tale in these winter months, of a Scotsman in a private Hell.
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Anagram: George Bush rearranged = He Bugs Gore











Anagram: George Bush rearranged = He Bugs Gore
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From Page 7: PS: Congratulations on winning the lottery.





2004 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & REUNION
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